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Philosophy and Purpose 

• The Writing Fundamentals Units of Study provide a focus for 
instruction that aligns with the Common Core State Standards 
(CCSS), as well as a sequence of lessons based on models of 
best practice, including higher-level thinking strategies or 
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels.  

 

• Students use cognitive and metacognitive self-regulation 
strategies to monitor and guide their own learning processes. 

 

• Writing Fundamentals Units of Study provide multiple 
opportunities for students to think deeply and critically about 
what they read and write, from analyzing writer’s craft, to 
planning and revising their drafts, to publishing a piece of 
writing with a clear purpose and with audience awareness. 
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Units of Study 

• 4th Grade Units of Study 
– How Writers Work 
– Nonfiction 
– Feature Article 
– Editorial 
– Poetry 
– Picture Book Study 
– Touchstone Texts 
– Author Study: Cynthia 

Rylant 

 
 

 
How Writers Work Unit with 
Supporting Mentor Texts 
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The Writing Workshop Process 
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Writing Workshop: Lesson Structure 

Interactive Read-Aloud Mini-Lesson 
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Additional On-line Resources 
• Assessment rubric 

• Samples of student work 

• Reproducible instructional templates 

• Photographs  
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A Snapshot: Student Work in Progress 

Teaching Point: 
Writers use what they see and hear in their 
surroundings to make and collect sketches 
and notes as ideas for their writing. 
Students will learn how to observe and 
listen to the world around them and how 
they can use their writer’s notebook to 
record what they see, hear, and feel. 
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Writer’s Notebook 

Teaching Point: 

Once writers choose an idea to publish, they begin to 
explore the idea more deeply. Students will sketch 
and zoom in on small details as a way to develop and 
explore their seed ideas. 

 

 

Teaching Point: 

Writers organize their narrative writing using a 
chronological structure to sequence events so it 
makes sense to the readers. Students will use 
transition words and/or phrases that move readers 
through time in order to sequence events, including 
a beginning, middle and conclusion to their story. 

8 



Grammar and Conventions Component 
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Grammar & Conventions 

Teaching Point: 

Writers recognize that using 
commas in dialogue can be a 
challenging skill but one that is 
necessary for them to learn. 
Students will learn that proper 
use of commas will enable 
them to follow dialogue and 
know who is speaking as they 
read. They will be able to write 
coherent, lively dialogue. 
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Drafting, Revising, Editing 

Teaching Point: 

Writers want the voice or tone of their 
pieces to enhance their meaning and 
connect with their purposes as they add 
dialogue and internal thinking to give voice 
to their narratives. 

Teaching Point: 

Writers use the editing process to focus on the conventions of 
standard English before publishing their work. Students will use an 
editing checklist independently and with a partner to ensure that 
they have correctly applied the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
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Writing and Conferencing 
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6th Grade Peer Conferencing 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=writing&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://blogs.longwood.edu/waskeycl/2013/02/&ei=CJDTVNfZEbeMsQSXlIDwDw&bvm=bv.85464276,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNFpKpahAvw6XtgmYV6vZrotS9wWrA&ust=1423236513128413
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.adventisthistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Academic-Writing.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.adventisthistory.org/2014/10/01/writing-for-scholarly-journals/&docid=Was7Cpw-HLTjKM&tbnid=EybgokZjuSwNyM:&w=1100&h=850&ei=ipDTVP6uM4zGsQS1-oGYAw&ved=0CAIQxiAwAA&iact=c


Published Piece 
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Assessment 

Student Self-Reflection Standards-Based Writing Rubric 
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Assessment 

Option to Score Student Work Electronically 
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Writing: Skill and Inspiration 
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Gallery Tour 
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Kindergarten 

Teaching Point: 

Writers use labels in their illustrations to convey 
meaning and recognize the relationship between 
illustrations and text. 
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Kindergarten 

Teaching Point: 

Lists and labels can be found within one book in 
various ways. Students will examine how writers 
name a topic and then supply information about that 
topic using lists and labels. 
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1st Grade 

Teaching Point: 

Writers look closely at the world around them. They 
pay close attention as they walk, listen feel, search 
and see. Students used their own observations to 
inspire creativity in their writing. 
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1st Grade 

Teaching Point: 

Writers determine which ideas they want to further 
develop and publish by considering the message 
they want to share with their readers. Students will 
reread and reflect on their work to determine which 
idea they want to focus on, develop further and 
publish. 
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2nd Grade 

Teaching Point: (Mid-Workshop) 

Use Appendix 1 to point out a few similes from the 
story and discuss the pictures they can create in the 
readers’ minds. 
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2nd Grade 

Teaching Point: 

Once writers have selected ideas, they need time to 
further explore those ideas and collect more 
information about them. Students will gather more 
information and details to develop their ideas. 
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2nd Grade 

Teaching Point: 

Choosing a writing topic from meaningful and 
emotional times. 
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2nd  Grade 

Teaching Point: 

Turning simple moments into engaging and 
entertaining stories. 
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3rd Grade 

Teaching Point: 

Once writer’s have selected an idea, they need time 
to further explore their thinking. Students will collect 
examples of descriptive language around their ideas 
to draw out specific sensory details for their pieces. 
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3rd Grade 

Teaching Point: 

“Show, Don’t Tell”-Writers add sensory details to allow 
readers to see, hear, smell, taste, and touch the ideas. 

At last we stepped outside. Crunch. I 

could hear the snow under our feet. 

Mmmmm. I could smell the cold crisp air. 

Snap. Icicles were cracking off the garage.   
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4th Grade 

Teaching Point: 

Writers Organize their narrative writing using a 
chronological structure to sequence events so it 
makes sense to the readers. Students will use 
transition words and/or phrases that move readers 
through time in order to sequence events, including 
a beginning, middle, and conclusion to their stories. 
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4th Grade 

Teaching Point: 

Writers want the voice or tone of their pieces to 
enhance their meaning and connect with their 
audience. Students will consider their purposes as 
they add dialogue and internal thinking to give voice 
to their narratives. 
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4th Grade 

Teaching Point: 

Students will learn to “read like writers” as they 
listen to and discuss, and observe the mentor 
text Saturday and Teacakes by Lester Laminack. 

Create an Author’s Craft Chart Highlighting: 

 Vivid Verbs  

 Similes 

 Onomatopoeia 

 Dialogue 

 Sensory Details 

 Internal Thinking 

 Personification 
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4th Grade 

Descriptive Dialogue Similes and Sensory Details 
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5th Grade 

Teaching Point: 
Use The Searshore Book by Charlotte Solotow to discuss 
how writers tell stories their readers can clearly visualize. 
Student will sketch images and descriptions from their 
mind’s eye. 
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5th Grade 

Teaching Point: 
Use Byrd Baylor’s The Other Way to Listen to discuss how 
listening to each other’s stories and the world around us 
can inspire writing. 
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6th Grade 

Teaching Point: 

No matter the genre, writers use figurative language 
and vivid descriptions to “paint” pictures in their 
readers’ minds. Student will learn how writers use 
figurative language such as similes, metaphors, 
onomatopoeia, and personification to create vivid 
images in the minds of their readers and how they 
can incorporate these into their own writing. 
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Manhasset’s  
Professional Development 

 

– Job-embedded professional development 

• Lab structure: pre-brief, demonstration lesson, debrief 
 

– Teacher/trainer collaboration/co-working sessions 

• Collaborative review, revision, and decision making to 
ensure continuous improvement and alignment of 
future implementation 
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Kindergarten Demo Lesson/Lab Site 

(Job-Embedded Professional Development) 



Why Professional Development Matters: 

• Research confirms the most important factor contributing 
to a student’s success in school is the quality of teaching.  
 

 

• Professional development is the most effective strategy 
schools and school districts have to meet this expectation.  
 

 

• Effective professional development engages teams of 
teachers to focus on the needs of their students.  
 

 

• Educators learn and problem solve together in order to 
ensure all students achieve success.  
 

 

• It is necessary to ensure teachers engage in continuous 
professional development and apply that learning to 
increase student achievement. 
 

 

• Effective teaching is the result of study, reflection, 
practice, and hard work. 

 

 
 

 



The Power and Purpose of Professional Development: 

…to cultivate professional growth among our faculty,  

improve the quality of instruction, and ultimately guide and 

 inspire students to be motivated, independent, skilled writers... 

 



THANK YOU 

41 


