
Dear 11th Grader, 
 
Welcome back to the start of a new school year. Many people look upon the 11th grade as the most 
challenging year of all and, in many ways, this is true. 
 
Academically, many students find that their coursework is more demanding, requiring more 
attention, and as the year moves along the pressure of the coming college search begins to mount. 
One of the most important pieces of advice we can give to you is that you start the year by trying to 
look ahead to see how it might unfold. By doing so, you have a better chance of being able to plan 
out the year so that you are not overwhelmed towards the end. 
 
In all likelihood, you will be involved in some type of preparation for the standardized college 
entrance exams (SAT/ACT) you will take at different times throughout the year. Whether you are 
working on your own, with a tutor, or attending a course, do not underestimate the amount of time 
you will be required to complete the assigned work. As you plan your activities for the year, be sure 
not to take on too much that is new. Overloading your schedule with too many responsibilities is one 
of the major causes of student stress so make good decisions as to how you will use your time.  
 
Appreciating the importance of the college process, we will work closely with you and your family 
throughout the year. The following is a brief outline of some of the events that will take place. 
 
September 2018 

o Get off to a solid start academically and maintain a high level of performance in all academic 
areas 

o Re-connect with extra-curricular activities 
o Register for PSAT in September and take the exam on October 13th to qualify for a National 

Merit Scholarship 
o Attend Mini-College days and individual college rep visits at MHS: See the list of schools on 

the menu listing  
o Attend regional college fairs 

Give serious thought to developing a personal standardized testing schedule. Some things to 
consider: 

o Developing a personalized testing schedule is very important. 
o A testing schedule should be designed based on your own needs, such as adequate 

preparation time, your academic and extracurricular schedule.  
o If applicable, consider which AP exams you will be taking in May 2019 and how that might 

influence when you take the SAT Reasoning, ACT and or SAT Subject Tests. While some 
students will begin taking the SAT or ACT exam in December, a larger number will test in 
March, May of=r June.. Students enrolled in AP courses often choose to test earlier to avoid 
having to take so many exams in May and June. 

o Some students will also test earlier if they know the spring will be a busy time because of 
their involvement in our athletic program or performance groups. 

o In recent years, athletic recruiters seem to be asking earlier and earlier for SAT/ACT results. 
While this might be the case, be sure not to test before you feel fully prepared to do so. 

o If your calendar will not include AP exams, the May and June test dates allow for the 
greatest amount of preparation time. 

o There are several opportunities to take the SAT/ACT in 12th grade. 
o NEW FOR 2018 and beyond: The College Board will be adding a test administration date in 

late August.  



Once you have worked out a schedule, which you have discussed with your parents, you can 
register for the exams. It is advisable to register as early as possible.  

October 2018 

October 13, 2018 PSAT/NMSQT (Scores earned in the 11th grade are the only scores used to 
determine student eligibility to participate in the National Merit Scholarship Program) 

November 2018 

Encourage your parents/guardians to attend the 11th Grade Parents Night on November 1st. At 
this meeting we will begin a formal discussion of the Post-Secondary Planning process with your 
parents/guardians and provide each family with a copy of the Post-Secondary Planning Guide/Class 
of 2020. The Guide is carefully planned out so that both you and your parents can follow step by 
step procedures for understanding all that goes into this process. 

December 2018 
Counselors will conduct small group meetings to begin the Post-Secondary Planning process with 
you, the members of the Class of 2020. During this meeting you will be asked to complete a short 
questionnaire, create a Common Application account, and begin a college search. You will also be 
given information related to the individual counselor/family conferences that will be conducted from 
late January through May.  
 
January 2019 
 
In preparation for your family post-secondary planning conference: 

o Review material received from colleges as a result of taking the PSAT. Be sure to look 
beyond the score to identify areas of strength or weakness. 

o Become familiar with Naviance and the many features that can help you with your post- 
secondary planning. 

o Conduct the required online college search using Naviance. (Required for the family 
conference) 

o Create and complete an on-line, preliminary draft of the Common Application (Required for 
the family conference)  

o Submit an on-line college search to the counseling center prior to scheduling your family 
conference. 

o Consider applying for SCA Summer Study Award (Application is usually available in late 
January or February) 

o If you have not done so already, register for the SAT Reasoning or ACT exam and/or SAT 
Subject tests.  

January 2019 - May 2019 

The 11th grade post-secondary planning conferences will be conducted from late January to May 
22nd. Please do not delay in scheduling your conference. As a reminder, all students are required to 
submit the results of a college search and the student portion of the Common Application prior to 
scheduling an appointment. 
 
Athletes: You must register with the NCAA. www.eligibiltycenter.org. When you register, you will be 
provided with a transcript release form. Please bring that form to the counseling center so we can 
send your transcript for initial eligibility review 

http://www.eligibiltycenter.org/


 

February 2019 

The Mock College Interview Night will be held on February 27, 2019. Space is limited so, if you 
are interested, please sign up in the Counseling Office when you receive information in the mail. 

March 2019 

If applicable, register to take AP exams. Registration takes place in school and you will be notified 
when the registration period will be. 

June 2019 

Complete Senior Autobiography and submit to your Counselor. 

Summer 2019 
 
Carefully read the Summer Reminder letter you will receive in July, 2019 

o Visit colleges as often as possible (visit individual websites for open house schedules) 

There is no doubt that 11th grade can be and often is a challenging academic year but it is important 
for you to appreciate that meeting the challenges put before us is one way to experience personal 
growth. Beyond academics, we hope the 11th grade is a year during which you continue to develop 
personal interests and talents, enjoy the companionship of good friends, and experience the sense 
of fulfillment that comes from being involved in school and community activities.  
 
Wishing you the best for a successful year. 
 
The Counseling Staff 

 


