
 
Name: ________________________   Date: ___________________________ 
 
English 7, Period: _________    Ms. Skolnik & Mr. Koondel 
 

The Outsiders (Chapter 8): Connected Reading and Writing 8 Quiz: Passage 1 
 

Are Your Kids Reading Rot? 
 

By Rebecca Hagelin 
 
Reading isn't always good for our kids. 
How's that for an opening sentence to stir a little controversy among the educational elites? 
We've been bombarded by so many messages about how reading expands the mind, excites the 

imagination and enhances the vocabulary (all of which are true) that many parents have forgotten that the 
benefit of reading for our children very much depends on what they're reading. And, I'm afraid that many 
children spend hours reading what often turns out to be pure rot. 

With school starting all over the country between last week and just after Labor Day, it's time for a 
reading warning: Parents, beware. 

In many cases the very liberal American Library Association exerts great influence over what 
reading materials teachers assign their students. But that material may be highly inappropriate for your 
child. Don't let the following scenario unfold in your home: 

Mrs. Jones hands out a book report assignment that includes several books for her class to choose 
from. Mom dutifully drives Suzi to the local library and browses while Suzi selects her book. Mom and Suzi 
arrive home, and while mom begins making dinner, the conscientious and responsible Suzi heads to her 
room and begins to consume what turns out to be highly sexualized, vulgar garbage, filled with four-letter 
words and enough verbal porn to embarrass even an ole' salt. 

Mom doesn't have a clue that her daughter's innocence has just been molested in the privacy of her 
own bedroom. She won't ever know because Suzi, a bit stymied by the fact that Mom took her to get a 
book that her teacher assigned, will be too embarrassed and confused to ever tell. Yet, she's just had 
sexuality, relationships and acceptable behavior defined for her by some perverted author most folks have 
never heard of. And the kid was simply trying to get her homework done. 

While researching my book, Home Invasion: Protecting Your Family in a Culture That's Gone Stark 
Raving Mad, I took an ALA-recommended reading list for 13- and 14-year-olds to my local library and 
headed to the "Young Adult" section (code for "pre-teen" and "teen"). I sat down on a reading bench and 
began flipping through the pages of a book that had just been returned. 

There's something very moving about holding a book in your hand that a child has just finished 
reading. But the warmth in my heart soon turned into a sickening feeling in my gut when I began to read 
passages so cheap and trashy that I could scarcely believe my eyes. I only had to get to page four before 
the first of many inappropriate words showed up. Several scenes described, in graphic detail, sexual acts 
between teenagers. 

In the interest of decency, there's no way I can give you word-for-word examples. And I refuse to 
give the trashy book and its loser author free publicity in a column that often gets forwarded around the 
World Wide Web. I'd rather parents and other adults who care about our children and their education --and 
whether or educational elites indoctrinate them in immorality-- actually go to their local library and research 
the reading lists themselves. 

Lest you think the first book was put on the list in error, the next recommended teen item I thumbed 
through was equally as nauseating. And this is the garbage that today's educators pass off as great 
literature for our children? The great classics, meanwhile, are all but missing. And they call this education? 

The lesson here is simple. Moms and Dads, don't just naively drive your kids to the library -- you 
must be careful to help them choose books that reflect your values. Even if your kids are in private school, 
you're hardly safe -- many of the best schools blindly use ALA lists. Of course, if you home school your 
kids, you're probably already aware of the moral problems of many ALA decisions, but even if you're using 
a good curriculum guide, it's always best to preview the books first. 

The ALA is quick to call anyone who questions its decisions a "censor." But remember, part of our 
responsibility and privilege as parents is to be the ones who determine what is and is not appropriate for 
our own children. 
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Banned Books – What Are We So Afraid Of? 
 
Want to write a banned book? Insert one, or more, or the following topics and you’re nearly 

guaranteed to get banned somewhere, by someone! Especially if you market your book toward kids. 
The top 3 reasons for a book to be banned are – Sex, Offensive Language and Violence. Coming in fourth, 
but probably comprising all three previous entries is – Being Unsuited to the Age Group, which is an awfully 
fuzzy category if you ask me. 

If you look at the American Library Association’s “Challenges by Reason, 1990-2010” chart as a 
sort of map of American’s fears for their children, it seems us neurotic parents are most afraid of: 

1. Sex (Look, we all owe our lives to sex. Can’t we get over this already?) 
2. Bad words (Is there really such a thing as a bad word? And if we get rid of all the bad words, 
won’t people just make up new ones?) 
3. Violence (Yet it fills our television, pop culture and language.) 
4. Witches (Seriously?) 
5. Homosexuals (Please people, can’t we all just get along, or at least stay out of each other’s 
bedrooms?) 
Parents are doing most of the book banning; well above any other group of individuals, parents 

initiate the most challenges to books. Because of that parental bias, schools are the institution most likely 
to ban a book. Schools cave to the pressure of one parent at the expense of all the other students. 

So what do we do about it? I think we need to start pushing back. I think we need to hold schools, 
libraries and even publishers accountable for the books they ban, as well as the thoughts and actions they 
ban as a knee-jerk response to a single parent, or a single incident. 

I think schools should have to send home a note BEFORE they remove a book from the library to 
save one child’s sensitive eyes from its truthful depictions of life. I think parents should be notified, and 
allowed a voice, before these types of changes can occur. In fact, what I would like to see is for schools to 
be held so accountable that instead of sending a notice home telling us they might pull a challenged book, 
they instead send home a note letting parents know a book has been challenged, and why they WILL NOT 
be pulling it. Because children deserve access to information. And parents have a responsibility to discuss 
new information with their children, whether they agree with it or not. 

I did not get my daughter’s preschool teacher fired when she talked about God to my daughter. Nor 
did I rant or rave at the school when children’s versions of Biblical books were read. Why? Because I am 
the parent, and it is my job to get my child ready to go out into the world on her own. It is my job to prepare 
her for all the things she will see and experience out there. Religion is one of those things. So, instead of 
freaking out and banning those books from her secular school, I accepted that we would be having some 
interesting conversations about myths and legends at dinner. We did. And we all learned from them. 

It is time for us free speaking, free thinking, free acting parents to push back and demand the 
schools be held accountable in their mission of ALLOWING our children access to new thoughts, new 
ideas, new tools, new information, and new ways of doing things. If we truly want America to be at the top 
of the global economy then we need to allow our children the time and space to learn to think critically, to 
make decisions about what to read, what to believe and what to question. We need children to have a 
space to discover how to make good decisions while learning from bad ones without it becoming a matter 
for the courts. 

We need to fight for our children’s rights to become intelligent, self-directed, self-motivated, capable 
adults who can think for themselves, make decisions, pay bills, delay gratification for their own greater 
good… 

Reading banned books is one way to accomplish this. Not banning books in the first place is better. 
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